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TO

FROM :

SUBJECT:

SYMBOL:

Those listed below DATl%?ebruary122 1%3

o (IP‘$K l+(’]il./:)[;:]:;:!
R. L. Southwick, Assistant Chief, Public fi5
Information Service

DRAFT lX’FORMAITONPIAN FOR ‘OPEW SHOT OPERATION UPSHOT-KNOTHOLE

ISP:RLS o
Attached for your approval and/or comments is the first draft of the
Information Plan for the ‘Openfl Shot in the Spring, 1%3 tests at z
Nevada. w

M

This is subsequent to AEC 437/31, dated February 6, 1953, Public
q

Information l?rogrsmfor UPSHOT-KNOTHOLE.
B
u

Would appreciate having all comments by~:~ n.m.. l?ridav~Februam 12, ~
-

2252s-
g
E?

Attachment: m

~ Draft cpy of Public Information Plan ‘OpenflShot Operation s

b
UPSHOT-KNOTHOLE (SECRET- SECURITY INFQRMAmON) D“

~ddressees:
,./’

% Dr. John Bugher, Director, Division of Biology and Medicine
d

~ R. L. Corsbie, Chief, Civil Defense IiiaisonBranch, Division of

$
Biology and Medicine

Brig. Gen. K. E. Fields, USA2 Director> Di~sion of ~it~ ‘W

w
●

I

piication g

Col. V. G. Huston, Chief, Test Branch, Division of Military Application ~
Morse %lisbruq~, Director, Ditision of Information Services
Public Information Service Staff (S.Thompson,D.Clsrk, C.Heslep)
Dr. J. G. Beckerley, Director of Classification $

Capt. J. A. Waters, Jr., Director?; Division of Security
Harold P. Green, Office of General %unsel

g

Corbin Allardice, Director of Information, New York Operations Office- s ~
R. G. Elliott, Director of Information, Santa Fe Operations Office (2) g

n

L. M. &~S, Off. of Pub. Info., Department of Defense (3)
●

cc:
Guy Jones, Test Staff, Federal Civil Defense A@n. (2) ,,., .1.,
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PUBLIC INFORPIATIOJ1PLAN
NOPEW SHOT

OPERATION UPSi~OT-~lOTHOJ(E

A. PURI’OSZ

1. To establish policy and procedures for issting

for handling observers, both FCDA and correspondents,

:m-
2/U/53-Rs

information publicly and

during the ‘Iopenftshot

on 1’kwch17, 1953, in the UPSHOT-~OTHOLE test series.
These policies and

procedures are designed to serve the folloting purposes:

a~ To increase public knowledge and understanding of the purpose and

need for continental tests;

b. To comply with FCDAts request for an ‘ropentftest to increase

national interest in the civil defense program by showing examples of

..

damage, radiation uonitoring~

. ..-. .-

. . .

c. TO provide a procedme for meeting public information requirements
. . . .

of the Test Organization and its components, both clvillan and mdltary>

2. To establish the Office of Information Coordinator responsible for

supervising the Joint Test Information Office during
theoperational periQd for

the ltopen’fshot.

S
.-
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SECtlR” NFO~’
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SECUR jORMATION

B. RESFONSIEILITY

1. The Information Coordinator, responsible to the Commission and the

Test lhager, will supervise information activities of all participating

agencies and components of the Test Organization related to the ‘topenllshot.

c, ORGA?!UZATION

1. The Joint Information Office will be the sole coordinating agency for

clearance approval and issuance of any public information relating to the

l’openlls~lotand the test series

zationso

2. The Office will operate

for all participating a~encies and organi-

under the direction of the Coordinator of

Infforration. Morse Sal.isbury,Director of the AEC Division of

Services, has been designated as Coordinator by the Commission

Mmager. Deputy Coordinators have been designated as follows:

,.,.
:...,.,,..,.,. ,,

,, .,,.. -,,*%/
. ‘“.,. ,, 1 $A.,..-,>,”,

Information

and the Test

Richard G. Elliott, Director of the Joint Test Information Office,

for the Test Organization;

Lee hr~us, Assistant Director of the Office of Public Information,

Depsxtment of Defense, for DOD;

Guy P. Jones, Public Relations Officer, Atomic Test Operations Staff,

Federal Civil Defense Administration, for FCDA;

Shelby Thompson, Chief, Public Information Service, AEC, for AIZC.

with field units of sll partic-

The Coordinator and Deputy Coordinators are authorized to communicate directly

with their respective headquarters offices and

ipating agencies and organizations.

,F

EC ,
;.

SECUQ NFO ION
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A project officer (R. L. Southtick) has been designated to supervise..-”.

3. i . ~:’ ‘ : ‘ ‘““ “ . ‘----:‘-and eqfipm~~tj ar-
registration and accreditation Of obse:vers_s‘~f=ce ‘pac~ .. .’ ‘“

,,, ...,“:. J., ,, - ..): .
.

rangeluentsfor News Nob facilities. , ‘“”

..

and trmsportationc He will be a~sisted... Y .-
)

by 1+’CD!Iand DOD personnel...I..L

.,
,. ..0 “3

4.. Information personnel will
,,
.,

sufficient numbers to successffly
,,

Plan} each agency bearing the cost

,.<,,
:. ....,,........... ..

,,., z z,~+r.,.~.,,.
“,. , 9

,,. ,-,, .- .
., .

●

be furnished byAEC,. DOD and FCDA in
.

carry out the purposes of the Information

for travel and per diem by its personnel.

5. Units and organizations participating in test operations may have
.. . . .

a direct part in preparation and coordination 01 theu? publlc m.formation

material by assigning information personnel
to the Joint Information Office.

T~evadaproving Grounds> Desert ROCk and
Information personnel stationed at the .

Indian SFrings Air Base on a continuing basis will furnish support to the

Joint Information Office during the operatioti period.

6. There will be established an Information Advisory Board to deal with

any issues of coordination or clearances which may arisee The Information

Coordi~tor will be chairman with the following menbers:

Deputy Coordinators for the Test Organization,DOD and FCDA;

Director of Test Operations; Director for Scientific Program;

Director, Field CO~nds ~Ts*~ and ‘irector$
Camp Desert Rock.

FSEC INFORMA N
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7. The Joint Information Office will be activated for the purposes of

the “open’!shot on about ikmch 2, 1953.

$. The Classification Officer of the Test Organization will advise and

assict the Information Coordinator and his stafi’on matters of classification

and Declassification with the assistance of the Classification Officer, Field

Comnd, Armed Forces Special I/caponsProject.

9. The Director of Securi-@, Uas.hington,is authorized to assign a

representative of his office to advise

in any developments that nigiltlead to

be averted by information planning and

D. SdCURITY OF IN!70RlViTIOl?

and assist the Information Coordinator

possible security violations which might

activity.

1. Only infori~tion unclassified or declassified unclerprovisions of the

UPSHOT-I(11OTHOLEClassification Guide or specifically provided for in this

Plan Llzybe issued. The issuance of information includes formal announcements,

~terview5, lloff-the_recordl~backgroun~ng or other ~idance to unclea~~d

persons in any form by any individual or organization.
who are cleared

2. The Department or Agency invitin~ official observers/is responsible for

providing security guidance to each individual and iitiorminghim of the limits

within which he may discuss publicly his attendance at the test or testso

Security guidance will be iilcludedin the briefing of official observers (cleared)

to assure uniformity of such guidance and to emphasize security aspects of the

test series.
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3, A security agreement, attached as Appendix_ , will be signed by un-

cleered observers prior to their admission to the Nevada Froving Grounds.

an

to

E.

4. FCDA and correspondent

observation area segregated

conduct the visitors.

‘ITPESOF PUBLIC

1. In additiou

invitees will witness the shot from News Noby

from cleared personnel except those assigned

ANNOIJNCEMENTS‘TO

to announcements

BE ISSUED BY JOINT INFORNATION OFFICE

authorized in the Information Plan

for the series (Section E ofAEC 487/31, dated Feb~y 6j 1953)j the follow-

ing information may be disclosed by the Test Manager.

a. In order that Civil Defense officials may better interpret blast

and radiological effects on I’CDAstructures; yield of device detonated at

llopenl’shot, estimated yield may bc disclosed prior to the shot and actual

or estimated yield after shot. (Also FCDA has obtained permission for

ten uncleared automotive engineers to assess damage to vehicles. Their

technical competence plus their knowledge of the distance of various

vehicles from ground zero will enable them to estimate with reasonable

accuracy the yield of the device.)

b, Observers may be notified that the time of detonation will be at

5:20AJL (Pacific Standard Time) for the purpose of planning transmittal

of stories, pictures, programs and other material resulting from the test.

*

.

SEC INFO ON
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F. IXWA1!CE OF P“UBLICINFORKATIONBEFORE AND AFTER l~OPEN1:SHOT OPERATIOWL
piQli(lD

1. Provisions

apply●

Go INVITATIONS TO

of Section 1?of AEC 487/31, dhted Februmy b, 19535 till

OBSERVR?S

10 The AEC will invite representatives of newspapers, perioticdsj
radioy

.

newsreel, photographic, and television stations and services*
The number of

correspondents

l’heinvitation

FCDA and DOD.

who attend will be

will be issued over

held to a maximum of 200, if feasible.

Chairman Deanrs name on behalf of AEC,

2* Invitations to Governors, State FCDA directors and other officials of

the national civil defense organization will be issued ‘bythe Administrator of

FCDA.

3* Appropriate instructions on date of reporting to Las Vegas, security

rebtiations governing admission to the Proving Grounds, identification and

. . .

other data required by visitors will be included with the mvltatlono

H. ACCREDITATION

1. All observers must be U. S. citizens.

2, Correspondents must be

radio stations, wire services,

representatives of United States newspapers,

networks, etc.
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3. Correspondentsmust have

editor or executive stating they

invited to the test.

I. ‘TRANSPORTATION

presented credentials from their manaGinG

are the selected representative of the media

1. ‘hansportation between Las Vegas and the Froving Grounds will be

furmished -- at cost -- to civil defense and correspondent observers and to

personnel assiGned by the Joint Information Office as conducting officers and/or

security escorts.

‘-lf-. SecwitY arrangements will be made to prohibit access to unauthorized

areas by observers during their visit to the Froving Grounds, Camp NERC~Yy

Camp DESERT ROCK, Indian Springs Air Base, the Control Point and a forward

bunker.

J. AUTHORIZED AREAS FOR VISITS

1. Observers may be conducted

purpose of shortening the tour all

a. Indian Springs Air Base

b. Camp Desert Rock

c. Camp liercury

d. Control Point

e. News !’Job

1. Forward bunker

to the following areas, although for the

the stops may not be rode:

F
R

SECUR . ‘JATION
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2. Condvcted tmrs will be held on D-2 day (I;arch15) and on shot daY.

K ● j’yXJmNICALEQUIPMEl\?T

1. All mechanical equipment - cameras, both still, motion pictures and

television, recorders and transmitting equipnent nmst be inspected to assure

compliance with security regulations and must be operated in conformance with

instructions to prelent interference with test transmitting equipment

2. Pliotographswill be permitted on the pre-shot tour at the Control Point,

News Nob and in the forward area where FCDA structures and shelters are located

and ai Indian Springs and Camp Desert Rock under appropriate security controlst

On shot d:~yphotographs will be permitted at News Nob, and, if safety con-
.-

ditioilspermit, in the forward area after the shot to show damage effects on

FCDA structures and shelters.

L. COIO,IJNICATIONS

1. xc ~+ndFCDA

to Las Vegas. It is

are unable to furnish TL’Xcircuits from the Proving Groundc

proLc.blethat the Signcl Corps will furnish these facil-

.,..

‘ ,-
.’.,4

.>”

ities as it did in April, 1952, at the request of the wire services and major

daily newspapers.

2. Radio and TV networks will probably have to pay for land lines or

provide microwave voice circuits at their expense.
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1, Official photographs taken by AEC, DOD or I’CDAfor operational requi.re-

ment.smay be issued through the Joint Information Office after securitiyand

infformtion review.

2. Plans for any official motion pictures designed for commercial and/or

public release must be approved in advance throu~h the Joint Information Office

by all participating agencies and ergs.nizations.

N. SI-ONSORGHIPOF .RADIOANO TV PRCGFWN

1. Uo.mmercialsponsorship of radio and television programs will be permitted

o. 013SERWKtSlCITHTROOPS

10 A limited number of correspondentsmay be permitted to accompany “troops

(not closer than 4,000 yards) onapool basis withcorrespondentso fthevatius

aedia selcc-~ingtheir own representatives for this purpose. The number of

correspondents permitted to accompany troops will be set by the Test l’lana&erso

that they will not cause undue interference with operations.

2. Responsibility for safety of correspondents who may accompany troops

will rest ~riththe Department of Defense as does the safety of troops.

P. IH21ETINGS

1. All briefings of observers will be subject to review by

Coordinator prior to delivery. W1.erematerial intended for use

the Information

in briefings

goes beyond the boundaries established at the 1952 open shot, the Information

Coordinator may refer the material to Washington for Commission review.

x
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